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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Seth Hays home, located at the southwest corner of Wood and Hall streets in
Council Grove, is an example of Vernacular architecture. It is two blocks south of
the town's main street and two blocks south of the business establishment which was
operated by Hays. The house is one block west of the Neosho river and is one-half
block outside or east of the boundaries delineating the Council Grove Historic
District, a National Historic Landmark. In the block to the north are school
facilities; to the immediate south are other residences and a block or so south is
a football and track facility. Missouri Pacific railroad tracks run along Hall street
directly north of the property.

The Hays home was built in 1866-67 as an L-shaped, four-room, one-story brick
house with a basement under the two east rooms. The east front measures approximately
30 feet long and the north facade about 50 feet. The width of the east wing is
approximately 17 1/2 feet and of the north wing 14 feet. The basement and the
foundation are of locally quarried stone. The basement had a fireplace and its walls
were covered with horse hair plaster; it was reportedly the quarters of Seth Hays'
former slave, who continued as his housekeeper after being freed. The exterior
walls are of locally made brick which was painted white at some undetermined time.

The east facade has a door and two windows. There is evidence in the wall of
another door opening having been bricked shut just to the south of the existing door.
Hand cut stone steps are at the door and the sidewalk is also of stone slabs. The
north facade has one door, four windows and a fireplace chimney. The windows are all
double hung sash and have six panes, both on the upper and the lower. The flat,
slightly protruding lintels are of soldier bricks. The sills are of cut stone.

The roof, which has recently been reshingled, is now of cedar shingles.

The southwest corner of the ell was filled in with a 16 by 33 foot frame addition
many years ago. The Morris County Historical Society plans to restore the house for
museum use and retain the frame addition for the caretaker's quarters.
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The Seth Hays home was built around 1866 or 1867 for the first white settler in
Council Grove. Hays had come to the area in 1847 as the agent of Boone and Hamilton
of Westport, Mo., with a U. S. government license to trade with the Kansa Indians.

The Kansa had that same year been moved from eastern Kansas to a 20 mile square reserve
on the upper Neosho river. Council Grove, the trading area, was located near the '
center of the reserve.

Born in Calloway county, Mo., in 1811, Seth Hays was a descendant of Daniel Boone.
As a young man he had moved west, settling for a time at Westport and Independence, Mo.
There he had become familiar with the overland trains which plied the Santa Fe trail
and had learned the rudiments of trading with the Indians.

In 1847 Council Grove was an important stopping point on the Santa Fe trail since
it had the three essentials for overland travelers--grass, water and timber, but there
was no settlement or trading post. Hays and his employers recognized the site's
potential for a lucrative trading operation. Also, Hays had profitably traded with
the Kansa for a number of years at their previous reserve, and after the necessary
license was secured, he moved to their new location in the summer of 1847.

Council Grove existed as a trading post on the Santa Fe trail after 1847, but the
town was not legally formed until after the 1858 territorial legislature passed an act
by which the Council Grove Town Co. could incorporate. One of the four incorporators
was Seth Hays who was also president of the town company for a time.

Hays had built a log cabin in 1847 at the site of the present Hays Tavern (an
1857 structure identified as a key structure of the Council Grove Historic District,

a National Historic Landmark). His second dwelling was a small brick structure erected
in 1860, and his final home--and the one that survives--was built several years later.
Hays had never married; perhaps that was one reason for Boone and Hamilton's selecting
him as their agent for the remote location of Council Grove. When Hays came from
Missouri in 1847, he brought with him an old slave known only as Aunt Sallie. After
recelying her freedom some 10 to 12 years later, she continued to work as his house-
keeper until her death in 1872. Hex living quarters were in the basement of the Hays
home, and her funeral, like that of her employer in 1873, was held in the home.

Seth Hays was one of the founders of Council Grove as well as the first permanent
white settler in the area. He built the first house and was the first businessman.

He achieved success as a trader, merchant, saloon keeper and hotel operator, among
others. He worked actively to promote the town and its early development, printing a
newspaper at his own expense for a time to publicize the community. His house stands
as a link from the present to the beginnings of the Council Grove community.
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